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The Senate met at 10:15 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Sovereign Lord, You are our strong
shelter and hiding place. We praise You
for Your love and wisdom. Lord, You
are too wise to make a mistake, too
loving to be unkind, and too powerful
for Your providence not to prevail. We
are grateful that You have the final
word about what happens in our Nation
and world, so teach us to patiently
wait for Your will to be done. Guide
our lawmakers, giving them a clear
comprehension of Your plans for our
Nation. As they depend upon Your wis-
dom, fill them with the courage to ac-
complish those things that will unite
rather than divide us. Inspire us all to
experience the constancy of Your pres-
ence.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CoT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOOD
LABELING BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
we all know, the President will be
making an announcement this morning
on the Supreme Court. I will have more
to say about that later this morning.

Senate

As for the legislation currently be-
fore the Senate, the Senate will resume
its consideration of bipartisan legisla-
tion aimed at protecting middle-class
families from unfair higher food prices.
It is a commonsense solution founded
on science-based standards. Let’s ad-
vance it together. If colleagues have
other ideas on the issue, I would again
encourage them to work with the bill
managers to process any alternative
solutions they may have.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2686

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 2686) to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader is recognized.

———————

PRESIDENT’S NOMINEE TO THE
SUPREME COURT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in just a
few minutes President Obama will offi-
cially announce his nominee to the
U.S. Supreme Court. In considering a
nomination to the highest Court in the
Nation, the President has said he
would adhere to three important prin-
ciples: First, the nominee must possess

impeccable credentials. That means an
outstanding education, critical judicial
experience, and an expert under-
standing of the law. Second, the nomi-
nee should have a keen awareness of
the judiciary’s role. That means under-
standing the Court’s constitutional
place in our government, and its limi-
tations; third, and finally, life experi-
ence. A qualified Supreme Court Jus-
tice is someone with an understanding
of the realities that Americans face
each and every day.

I have no doubt how hard this must
have been for the President. I have no
doubt President Obama’s nominee will
possess these important attributes just
outlined. Once President Obama has
done his constitutional duty and an-
nounced publicly this nominee, it will
then fall upon the Senate to provide its
advice and consent. For 100 years we
have had these hearings in public,
going back to during Justice Brandeis’
hearing.

The Republican leader has made it
clear that he and his caucus have no
intention of considering the nominee.
It is hard to comprehend but that is
what he said, and it appears at this
stage, basically, all Republicans have
fallen in line with this. I hope Presi-
dent Obama’s nomination of an excep-
tionally qualified and consensus nomi-
nee will persuade Senate Republicans
to change course. I do hope they will do
their constitutional duty and give
President Obama’s nominee a meeting,
a hearing, and a vote. He is doing his
job this morning. Republicans should
do theirs this morning too.

Mr. President, will the Presiding Of-
ficer announce the business of the day.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.
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